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Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation (which it ratified on August 29, 1968),
and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (both of which its ratified on June 24,
1975);

Whereas the Government of Iran has rou-
tinely violated the human rights of its citi-
zens, including—

(1) torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrad-
ing treatment or punishment, including flog-
ging, and amputations;

(2) high incidence and increase in the rate
of executions carried out in the absence of
internationally recognized safeguards, in-
cluding public executions and executions of
juvenile offenders;

(3) stoning as a method of execution and
persons in prison who continue to face sen-
tences of execution by stoning;

(4) arrests, violent repression, and sen-
tencing of women exercising their right to
peaceful assembly, a campaign of intimida-
tion against women’s rights defenders, and
continuing discrimination against women
and girls;

(5) increasing discrimination and other
human rights violations against persons be-
longing to religious, ethnic, linguistic, or
other minorities;

(6) ongoing, systematic, and serious re-
strictions of freedom of peaceful assembly
and association and freedom of opinion and
expression, including the continuing closures
of media outlets, arrests of journalists, and
the censorship of expression in online forums
such as blogs and websites; and

(7) severe limitations and restrictions on
freedom of religion and belief, including ar-
bitrary arrest, indefinite detention, and
lengthy jail sentences for those exercising
their right to freedom of religion or belief,
including a provision in the proposed draft
penal code that sets out a mandatory death
sentence for apostasy, the abandoning of
one’s faith;

Whereas, since March 9, 2007, Robert
Levinson, a United States citizen, has been
missing in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
the Government of Iran has provided little
information on his whereabouts or assist-
ance in ensuring his safe return to the
United States;

Whereas Ja’far Kiani was publicly stoned
to death in July 2007 in the Islamic Republic
of Iran in contravention of an order from the
Head of the Judiciary granting a temporary
stay of execution;

Whereas, since May 2008, Reza Taghavi, a
Tl-year-old Iranian-American, has been im-
prisoned without a trial or formal charges;

Whereas, on October 15, 2008, authorities in
the Islamic Republic of Iran jailed Esha
Momeni, a graduate student at California
State University, Northridge, for her peace-
ful activities in connection with the women’s
rights movement in the Islamic Republic of
Iran, and refused to grant her permission to
leave Iran for 10 months following her re-
lease from prison in November 2008;

Whereas Iranian-American journalist Rox-
ana Saberi was jailed in January 2009 and
sentenced in a closed-door, one-hour trial to
eight years in prison for charges of espionage
before her release in May 2009;

Whereas, on June 19, 2009, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human Rights
expressed concerns about the increasing
number of illegal arrests not in conformity
with the law and the illegal use of excessive
force in responding to protests following the
June 12, 2009, elections, resulting in at least
dozens of deaths and hundreds of injuries;

Whereas the Government of Iran closed the
Center for Defenders of Human Rights, head-
ed by Nobel Peace prize winner Shirin Ebadi,
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in December 2008, and the Association of Ira-
nian Journalists in August 2009, the coun-
try’s largest independent association for
journalists;

Whereas, on August 1, 2009, authorities in
the Islamic Republic of Iran began a mass
trial of over 100 individuals in connection
with election protests, most of whom were
held incommunicado for weeks, in solitary
confinement, with little or no access to their
lawyers and families, many of whom showed
signs of torture and drugging;

Whereas, in early October 2009, the judici-
ary of the Islamic Republic of Iran sentenced
four individuals to death after the disputed
presidential election, without providing the
individuals adequate access to legal rep-
resentation during their trials;

Whereas the Supreme Leader of Iran, Ali
Khamenei, issued a statement on October 28,
2009, effectively criminalizing dissent regard-
ing the national election in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran this past June, further re-
stricting the right to freedom of expression;

Whereas the Government of Iran does not
allow independent nongovernmental associa-
tions and labor unions to perform their role
in peacefully defending the rights of all per-
sons;

Whereas, on November 4, 2009, security
forces in the Islamic Republic of Iran used
brutal force to disperse thousands of pro-
testers, resulting in a number of injuries and
arrests, in violation of international stand-
ards regarding the proportionate use of force
against peaceful demonstrations;

Whereas the Government of Iran expelled
students from universities, particularly over
the past two years, in reprisal for their being
critical of the government;

Whereas the Government of Iran has im-
posed restrictions on the travel of individ-
uals, including artists and filmmakers since
the recent elections, in reprisal for their po-
litical views or their criticism of the govern-
ment, such as those presently imposed on
human rights lawyer Abdolfattah Soltani,
human rights activist Emad Baghi, film di-
rector Jafar Panahi, and actress Fatemeh
Motamed Arya; and

Whereas, according to Amnesty Inter-
national, at least 346 people were known to
have been executed in 2008, including eight
juvenile offenders and two men who were ex-
ecuted by stoning: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls for authorities in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to respect the rights of the
people of Iran to freedom of speech, press, re-
ligion, association, and assembly;

(2) condemns the Government of Iran’s
human rights violations and calls on the
Government of Iran to hold those responsible
accountable for their actions;

(3) reminds the Government of Iran of its
constitutional obligations under its 1979 Con-
stitution and four international covenants to
which it is a signatory;

(4) calls for the immediate release from de-
tention of opposition figures, human rights
defenders, journalists, and all others held for
peacefully exercising their right to expres-
sion, assembly, and association;

(5) urges the Government of Iran to ensure
that anyone placed on trial for committing
acts of violence or other clearly criminal
acts benefits from all of his or her rights to
a fair trial, including proceedings that are
open to the public, the right to be rep-
resented by independent counsel, and guar-
antees that no statements shall be admitted
into evidence that were shown to have been
obtained through torture, inhumane, or de-
grading treatment;

(6) calls for the Government of Iran to en-
sure those currently in detention are treated
humanely, to provide detainees immediate
prompt access to their families, lawyers, and
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any medical treatment that may be needed,
and calls for the Government of Iran to hold
accountable those responsible for torture of
detainees; and

(7) calls for authorities in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, consistent with their obliga-
tions under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, to guarantee all
persons the ‘‘freedom to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas of all kinds,
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writ-
ing, or in print, in the form of art, or
through any other media of his choice”.

———

ORDER FOR PRINTING OF
AMENDMENT NO. 2786

Mr. KAUFMAN. I ask unanimous
consent that amendment No. 2786 be
printed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, and in consultation with the
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Finance, pursuant to Public
Law  103-296, appoints Jagadeesh
Gokhale, of Maryland, vice Sylvester
Schieber, of Michigan, as a member of
the Social Security Advisory Board.

——————

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, NOVEMBER
20, 2009

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:45 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
November 20; that following the prayer
and pledge, the Journal of proceedings
be approved to date, the morning hour
be deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate resume de-
bate on the motion to proceed to H.R.
3590, as provided for under the previous
order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. KAUFMAN. Mr. President, there
will be no rollcall votes during tomor-
row’s session of the Senate. The next
vote will occur at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
November 21. That vote will be on the
motion to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to H.R. 3590.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KAUFMAN. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask unanimous consent that it adjourn
under the previous order, following the
remarks of Senators BROWNBACK and
HATCH.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I thank
my colleague.
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